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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM 

Friday:  Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM 
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM 

Great Vespers 5:30 PM 
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM 
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM. 
February 4, 2018 – Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

Afterfeast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple 
I hear one of the holy prophets trying to win unto repentance those who are far 
from God, and saying, "Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God: for you have 
become weak in your iniquity.  Take with you words, and return to the Lord our 
God."  What sort of words then did he, under the influence of the Spirit, command 
them to take with them?  Or were they not such as become those who wish to 
repent; such namely, as would appease God, Who is gentle, and loves mercy?  For 
He even said by one of the holy prophets, "Return you returning children, and I 
will heal your breaches."   
And yet again by the voice of Ezekiel, "Return you altogether from your 
wickednesses, O house of Israel.  Cast away from you all your iniquities which you 
have committed, that they be not to you for a punishment of iniquity.  For I have 
no pleasure in the death of the sinner, as that he should turn from his evil way and 
live."  And the same truth Christ here also teaches us, by this most beautifully 
composed parable, which I will now to the best of my ability endeavor to discuss, 
briefly gathering up its broad statements, and explaining and defending the ideas 
which it contains….   



 

 

What is the object of the parable?  Let us examine the occasion which led to it; for 
so we shall learn the truth.  The blessed Luke therefore had himself said a little 
before of Christ the Savior of us all, "And all the publicans and sinners drew near 
unto Him to hear Him.  And the Pharisees and Scribes murmured saying, ‘This 
man receives sinners and eats with them.’" As therefore the Pharisees and Scribes 
made this outcry at His gentleness and love to man, and wickedly and impiously 
blamed Him for receiving and teaching men whose lives were impure, Christ very 
necessarily set before them the present parable, to show them clearly this very 
thing, that the God of all requires even him who is thoroughly steadfast, and firm, 
and who knows how to live holily, and has attained to the highest praise for 
sobriety of conduct, to be earnest in following His will, so that when any are called 
unto repentance, even if they be men highly blameable, he must rejoice rather, and 
not give way to an unloving vexation on their account. 
For we also sometimes experience something of this sort.  For some there are who 
live a perfectly honorable and consistent life, practicing every kind of virtuous 
action, and abstaining from everything disapproved by the law of God, and 
crowning themselves with perfect praises in the sight of God and of men: while 
another is perhaps weak and trodden down, and humbled unto every kind of 
wickedness, guilty of base deeds, loving impurity, given to covetousness, and 
stained with all evil.  And yet such a one often in old age turns unto God, and asks 
the forgiveness of his former offenses: he prays for mercy, and putting away from 
him his readiness to fall into sin, sets his affection on virtuous deeds.  Or even 
perhaps when about to close his mortal life, he is admitted to divine baptism, and 
puts away his offences, God being merciful unto him.   
And perhaps sometimes persons are indignant at this, and even say, 'This man, who 
has been guilty of such and such actions, and has spoken such and such words, has 
not paid unto the judge the retribution of his conduct, but has been counted worthy 
of a grace thus noble and admirable: he has been inscribed among the sons of God, 
and honored with the glory of the saints.'  Such complaints men sometimes give 
utterance too from an empty narrowness of mind, not conforming to the purpose of 
the universal Father.  For He greatly rejoices when He sees those who were lost 
obtaining salvation, and raises them up again to that which they were in the 
beginning, giving them the dress of freedom, and adorning them with the chief 
robe, and putting a ring upon their hand, even the orderly behavior which is 
pleasing to God and suitable to the free. 
It is our duty, therefore, to conform ourselves to that which God wills: for He heals 
those who are sick; He raises those who are fallen; He gives a helping hand to 
those who have stumbled; He brings back him who has wandered; He forms anew 
unto a praiseworthy and blameless life those who were wallowing in the mire of 



 

 

sin; He seeks those who were lost; He raises as from the dead those who had 
suffered the spiritual death. Let us also rejoice: let us, in company with the holy 
angels, praise Him as being good, and loving unto men; as gentle, and not 
remembering evil.  For if such is our state of mind, Christ will receive us, by 
Whom and with Whom, to God the Father be praise and dominion with the Holy 
Spirit, for ever and ever, Amen. 

 – Homily of St. Cyril of Alexandria on the Parable of the Prodigal Son 

Also Commemorated Today: Venerable Isidore of 
Pelusium 

Saint Isidore of Pelusium lived during the 
fourth-fifth centuries.  He was a native of 
Alexandria, and was raised among pious 
Christians.  He was a relative of Theophilus, 
Archbishop of Alexandria, and of his successor, 
Saint Cyril (January 18).  While still a youth he 
quit the world and withdrew to Egypt to Mount 
Pelusium, which became the site of his monastic 
efforts. 
Saint Isidore’s spiritual wisdom and strict 
asceticism, combined with his broad learning 
and innate knowledge of the human soul, 
enabled him to win the respect and love of his 
fellow monks in a short time.  They chose him 
as their head and had him ordained a priest (The earliest sources for his life, 
however, say nothing of him being an igumen). 
Following the example of Saint John Chrysostom, whom he had managed to see 
and hear during a trip to Constantinople, Saint Isidore devoted himself primarily to 
Christian preaching, that “practical wisdom” which, in his own words, is both “the 
foundation of the edifice and the edifice itself,” while logic is “its embellishment, 
and contemplation its crown.” 
He was a teacher and a willingly provided counsel for anyone who turned to him 
for spiritual encouragement, whether it was a simple man, a dignitary, a bishop, the 
Patriarch of Alexandria, or even the emperor.  He left behind about 10,000 letters, 
of which 2,090 have survived.  A large portion of these letters reveal profound 
theological thought and contain morally edifying interpretations of Holy Scripture.  
Saint Photius (February 6) calls Isidore a model of priestly and ascetical life, and 
also a master of style. 



 

 

Saint Isidore’s love for Saint John Chrysostom resulted in his support of Saint John 
when he was persecuted by the empress Eudoxia and Archbishop Theophilus.  
After the death of Saint John, Saint Isidore persuaded Theophilus’ successor Saint 
Cyril to inscribe the name of Saint John Chrysostom into the Church diptychs as a 
confessor.  Through the initiative of Saint Isidore the Third Ecumenical Council 
was convened at Ephesus (431), at which the false teaching of Nestorius 
concerning the person of Jesus Christ was condemned. 
Saint Isidore lived into old age and died around the year 436.  The Church 
historian Evagrius (sixth century) writes of Saint Isidore, “his life seemed to 
everyone the life of an angel upon the earth.”  Another historian, Nicephorus 
Callistus (ninth century), praises Saint Isidore thus: “He was a vital and inspired 
pillar of monastic rules and divine vision, and as such he presented a very lofty 
image of most fervent example and spiritual teaching.” (from oca.org) 

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20 
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful.  All things are 
lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.  Foods for the 
stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them.  Now 
the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  
And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  Do you 
not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I then take the members 
of Christ and make them members of a harlot?  Certainly not!  Or do you not know 
that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?  For “the two,” He says, 
“shall become one flesh.”  But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  
Flee sexual immorality.  Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who 
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 15:11-32 
The Lord said this parable, "A certain man had two sons.  And the younger of them 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’  So he 
divided to them his livelihood.  And not many days after, the younger son gathered 
all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with 
prodigal living.  But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, 
and he began to be in want.  Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have 
filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.  
But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 



 

 

have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to 
my father, and will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your 
hired servants.’  And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was still a great 
way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in 
your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to 
his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand 
and sandals on his feet.  And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and 
be merry; for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’  
And they began to be merry.  Now his older son was in the field.  And as he came 
and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.  So he called one of the 
servants and asked what these things meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the 
fatted calf.’  But he was angry and would not go in.  Therefore his father came out 
and pleaded with him.  So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many 
years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any 
time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my 
friends.  But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood 
with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’  And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that I have is yours.  It was right that we should make 
merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is 
found.’” 

St. Isaac the Syrian the Bishop of Nineveh 
On the Sunday after the Feast of the Reception of 
the Lord (Feb. 2), the Holy Synod of the Church of 
Greece has determined, that the memory of the 
three holy mothers of the Three Hierarchs be 
honored. They are Saint Emmelia, the mother of 
Basil the Great, who is also commemorated on May 
30th; Saint Nonna, the mother of Gregory the 
Theologian, who is also commemorated on August 
5th; and Saint Anthousa, the mother of John 
Chrysostom, for whom this is her primary feast. 

Saint Emmelia, the mother of Basil the Great 

For information on the life of St. Emmelia, see the 
bulletin from January 14. 



 

 

Saint Anthousa, Mother of John Chrysostom 
Anthousa was an intelligent woman living in the city of Antioch in the fourth 
century.  She was a woman of means, being married to Secundus, an illustrious 
officer in the Imperial Army of Syria.  The city of Antioch was the starting point of 
the Apostle Paul’s three missionary journeys and was one of the four chief cities of 
the Roman Empire.  Of its population of about two hundred thousand, half were 
thought to have been Christian.  
It was in this setting that Anthousa bore a son that she named John.  While John 
was an infant, Secundus died, leaving her widowed when she was about twenty 
years old.  Although she had the means to give her son a good education, she 
dreaded bringing him up amid the corruptions of Antioch and decided to teach him 
at home for a time.  But the burden of rearing him, she later declared, was 
lightened for her by God’s support and the joy of seeing in him the image of his 
father. 
Anthousa decided not to marry again, feeling that her child must come before her 
own happiness.  She devoted her life to her son, who showed high intelligence and 
a love for virtue, and the service of the local Church.  It was her goal to nurture in 
him the highest quality of Christian character. In his early years she taught him to 
love the Holy Scripture and encouraged him to study and learn it.  She instilled in 
him an intimate knowledge of the Scriptures which served to help him later in life.  
Anthousa herself was a highly educated woman and transmitted much of her 
classical knowledge to her son.  When the time was right, she sent him to the 
celebrated orator Libanius to study further.  As he grew into a man, she also 
encouraged him to pursue his desire to study classical knowledge and theology, 
inspiring him to study theology under the noted Diodore of Tarsus.  While John did 
study under great men of his time period, the spiritual interpretations and the 
practical applications found in his great homilies on Genesis, Matthew, John, 
Romans, Galatians, Corinthians, Ephesians, Timothy, and Titus owe much to his 
mother’s early teachings.   
John went on to become one of the great Christian leaders of his time, earning the 
name Chrysostom, meaning “Golden-Mouthed”.  Though he reveled in his 
classical education, it was the things of the Spirit he learned at his mother’s home 
that he credited for giving him the foundation he needed to succeed as a minister of 
the Gospel and becoming the man that he was. 

Saint Nonna of Nazianzus, Mother of Gregory the Theologian 
Saint Nonna of Nazianzus, known for piety, purity and deep Christian faith, was 
the wife of Gregory of Nazianzus the Elder (Jan. 1).  A member of the 
Hypsistarians, a distinct Jewish-pagan sect worshiping Hypsistos, the "Most High" 



 

 

God, Gregory was convinced to convert to Christianity by his wife Nonna in 325, 
who would pray for him daily.  Both Gregory and Nonna came from wealthy 
families, and Gregory was able to personally finance the construction of a church 
in the region of Cappadocia.  In 328, Gregory was selected as bishop of Nazianzus, 
a position he held until his death.  
Three children were born to Gregory and Nonna, all of whom are saints of the 
Church. One daughter, Saint Gorgonia (Feb. 23), was outlived by her parents by 
only a year, and was lauded in the eulogy given by her brother Gregory as a model 
Christian wife.  Their younger son, Caesarius of Nazianzus (Mar. 9), studied in 
Caesarea Mazaca and at Alexandria and became a physician.  He served in 
Constantinople as the court physician for both Constantius II and Julian the 
Apostate, and died in 368. Their elder son, also named Gregory (Jan. 25), served 
alongside his father first as a priest, and then as co-adjutor.  Gregory of Nazianzus 
the Younger would later become the Patriarch of Constantinople and ranked 
among the great Three Hierarchs of the Church (Jan. 30) and an esteemed 
Theologian.  Nonna outlived her husband and two of her children, dying in 374. 
(from johnsanidopoulos.com) 

A Word From the Holy Fathers 
Concerning the conflicts which you undergo, excellent sir, be convinced: the 
present circum-stances put before us are an invisible arena, in which we do not 
wrestle against perceptible beasts, but against perceptible passions.  These are the 
very things that, if they should prevail over the strength in us, will bring on danger 
not just as far as the body but bring death to the soul itself.  But if they should be 
controlled then they will flee, and we will gain for ourselves great rewards and 
acclamation; and here we wrestle these often, but hereafter certainly we will 
receive rewards and acclamation, since the coming age has been entrusted with 
rewards, just as this age has been entrusted with trials.    

– St. Isidore of Pelusium, Letter 4 to Timotheus 

January 2018 Treasurer’s Report 
Glory to Jesus Christ!  For the month:   
Income: $11,073 | Expenses: $15,242.34 | Expenses over income: $4,169.34 
This month our additional expenses were: Diocesan Assessment $3,920.00, 
Service Contracts $1,232 and heating oil delivery $606.40.  Please remember to 
reimburse the parish for your assessment ($70.00 per year/adult).  Thank you for 
being good stewards of God’s house. 
Kari David, Treasurer 



 

 

CAMP NAZARETH SUMMER CAMP 2018 
The time for Summer Camp is Rapidly Approaching!!!  The clock is ticking!! 

REGISTER ONLINE STARTING MAR. 1, 2018!!! 
========================================================= 

Dates for the Summer Camping Program 
Week 1 -- July 15 - 21, 2018 

New England, NY, NJ, Florida and Canada Deaneries 
Week 2 -- July 22 - July 28, 2018 

Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown and Chicago Deaneries 
Week 3 -- July 29 - August 4, 2018  

========================================================= 

Register Online Starting March 1, 2018 
Register at – campnazareth.org 

From the Home Page, From the 2018 Summer Camp Icon, or From the Diocesan 
Summer Camp Tab found under the Summer Camp Tab and look for Camper 

Registration. 
If you are Clergy or a Volunteer go to the 2018 Summer Camp Icon on the Home 
Page or the Diocesan Summer Camp Tab found under the Summer Camp Tab and 

look for the paper forms under Clergy/Volunteers. 
========================================================== 

$20 Early Bird Discount Per Child!!!! 
(one-time only, not per week) 

Register & pay by May 15, 2018!!!! 
Online Registration MUST be complete AND payment must be submitted by 

May 15 in order to qualify for the Early Bird Discount. 
Registrations after June 15 will incur an additional $20 late fee. 

 When you register online please note that you will still need to submit a 
paper copy of the Medical Examination Form (i.e. Camper Physical) 
which must be filled out and signed by a licensed medical professional 
(licensed physician or physician’s assistant).  This form will be emailed to 
you after you complete the online registration process.   

 Payment by check, money order, or credit card is accepted.  Checks and 
Money Orders are to be made payable to Camp Nazareth and sent to Camp 
Nazareth at 339 Pew Road, Mercer, PA 16137. 

 



Let your light so shine before men , that 
they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven.  
        Matthew 5:16 

Lenten Retreat -March 24, 2018  
 
 

St. Francis Center for Renewal 
395 Bridle Path Road 

Bethlehem, PA 

 
Retreat registration:  Adults ACROD $35 (late fee $20) 

Adolescents $20 (late fee $10) 
Children (under 12) $7 

 
Registration includes all meals, breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
For more information contact:   Oleh or Natalie Bilynsky at  

nsufler@aol.com   call – 610-892-7315 

Speakers: 
His Grace, Bishop Gregory of Nyssa 

(ACROD) 

 Fr. Anthony Perkins 

 

             Retreat will focus on our 

call to become disciples  

and to evangelize.  

mailto:nsufler@aol.com


LENTEN RETREAT 

SATURDAY, March 24, 2018 
 

9:00 AM TO 6:30 PM 

ST. FRANCIS CENTER FOR RENEWAL 

395 BRIDLE PATH ROAD  BETHLEHEM, PA 

REGISTRATION FORM  
– To Be Filled Out For Each Participant – 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

Phone_________________ E-mail ___________________________________________ 

Parish___________________________________________________________________ 

Age  (Youth ages 7-18 only)_______________ 

Name of Parent(s)/Adult Chaperone Attending With _____________________________ 

Cell Phone of  Parent/Adult Chaperone________________________________________ 

$35 for adults ACROD (prior to deadline) 

$20 for adolescents (aged 13 to 18) 

$7 for children 7 to 12 

Appropriate Registration fee is enclosed: Yes _____ No _____ *Amount ____________ 

Check made for  total of all family members to: Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA. 

Return registration w/payment  to: Oleh Bilynsky 703 Pine Ridge Rd. Media, PA 19063 

Please submit registration by March 14, 2018. After this deadline late fees of  $20 for 

adults and $10 adolescents   is applied. 

Pictures from the Retreat can be used for publicity. Please indicate if you do not want 

pictures of you and/or your child used.  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The annual Parish meeting and Potluck will be held following Liturgy next week. 
Information to review is being distributed in advance so you can discuss topics with 
the officers or clergy prior to the meeting.  We will review the past year, our financial 
status, and look ahead at goals for 2018 and beyond.  Importantly, we will also adopt 
a 2018 budget and elect officers.  Anyone who is interested in a great 
volunteer/leadership opportunity, consider serving your Parish as an officer.  See any 
current officer or Father Joseph if interested. 

Parish News 
1. Lenten reading – we meet after Pre-Sanctified Liturgy on Wednesday 

evenings in Lent to discuss reading material to help deepen our spiritual lives.  This 
year, we will be reading On Living Simply:  The Golden Voice of John Chrysostom by 
Robert Van de Weyer.  It’s a collection of short extracts from St. John’s homilies.  It 
can be found on Amazon or www.abebooks.com for less than $10.  

2. Holy water was blessed on Theophany for parish use.  If you’d like to take 
some home, please bring a container.  Contact Fr. Joseph or Pani Stacey to get your 
house blessed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW, His 
Grace Bishop GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox Archbishop Paul Yazigi of Aleppo, Syriac 
Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and Mt. Kenya, Fr. 
John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Fr. Vincent Saverino, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Santiago 
Alzugaray, Alicia Barosio and family, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, 
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Curtis Cooper, Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Ron Dominiecki, 
Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, 
Tucker Karl and family, Robert Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and Luke Mahony, 
Valentina Makowelski, Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman, 
Bobby Nutter & Family, Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin Perry & Parents, John Reece, Mary Reed, Chris & 
Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von Ronne, Anne Rosario, James, Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family, 
Sharon Sheptak, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita, Christine, Marshall, Nathaniel, Subdcn. Nectarios 
and Ia, the Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie and the Carmelite Nuns of Port 
Tobacco, and all those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.) 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line 
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org 
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org 
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews 
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese


